anyway because they thought it was their patriotic duty. Patriotism also spurred many women to volunteer as nurses, even though this raised eyebrows among some of their fellow Unionists.
Given that slavery was the fundamental cause of the war, it is curious that African Americans receive such little attention in this volume. They appear, briefly, where one would expect: in discussions about military service, the New York draft riots, and contrabands, but not much elsewhere. Even emancipation shares just a fraction of a chapter along with conscription and dissentan odd combination, to be sure. The understated presence of blacks in this book may be an oversight on the part of the authors, but one can argue that the problem is with the literature itself. One cannot make the same argument about the Irish or the Radical Republicans, who amounted to a special kind of dissident. The former group receives little attention while the latter gets none at all. On the other hand, Germans are represented well throughout the volume, an indication of the slowly growing interest in their experience.
Readers expecting Cimbala and Miller to detect large patterns from all they have read and construct a meta-argument will be disappointed. The authors are more inclined to present brief summaries of the various aspects of the Northern experienceeach of which has its own subhead --and then move on to the next topic. There is no argument to be found. The result is that The Northern Home Front reads more like a textbook aimed at novices to the subject than it is for scholars working in the field. I say this not as an indictment but as an observation. Because it is both fairly thorough and quite brief at 160 pages (without notes, bibliographical essay, or introduction), The Northern Home Front would be an excellent book to assign to undergrads in a class on the Northern experience of the war and possibly a Civil War survey.
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